
Catherine "Katie" Smith
June 4, 1944 - April 30, 2017

Catherine Jane Smith, better known as Katie, was called to the Lord’s
presence on April 30, 2017. She was born in Moreton-In-Marsh,
Gloucestershire, England to Robert (Bob) and Mary Nicholson. She was
raised in the Cotswold area and in Sussex. Her upbringing was in rural areas
where she developed a lasting interest in horticulture. 

 

While her parents are gone, she has two siblings who live in England,
Winifred (Bunty) Reed (John dec) and Maria Barber (Phil). While she had no
children of her own, there are many nephews, nieces, and cousins who mourn
her loss. Katie was adventurous and spent a year after school working in
France under the auspices of the University of Paris, teaching glass house
horticultural techniques. In 1968, she came to America and settled in the Bay
Area where she found work as a nanny to several families. She attended
Neighborhood Church in Castro Valley where she met the love of her life,
Rodney Smith. They were married in December 1970 and set up
housekeeping in Fremont, Calif, where she lived out her life. Katie was a
homemaker, avid racquetball player, and she volunteered at numerous
activities. She spent many years working in the church office. She and
Rodney traveled widely in the US and Britain, visiting many renowned
gardens and parks. Her real passion was caring for the gardens at Shinn Park
in Fremont. She joined the Friends of Heirloom Flowers and spent many
hours each week caring for the flowers and plants in this park. Her knowledge



of horticulture helped the Friends keep the gardens beautiful for weddings,
family get-togethers and photos. She helped each December making wreaths
to adorn the windows of the Shinn House at Christmas time. She did this as
recently as Christmas 2016. 

In January 2017, Katie was diagnosed with inoperable pancreatic cancer. She
faced this illness with a stoic outlook and found peace as she trusted the
Lord’s will for her, whatever that might be. She never lost her enthusiasm for
matters she felt important. She prepared her husband for life without her
presence and accepted the Lord’s will for her. God gave her the grace to be a
truly brave and courageous person up to the end of her life on this earth. 

A Celebration of Life Memorial service will be held June 22, 2017 at 1:00 PM
at Fremont Memorial Chapel. In lieu of flowers, Katie asks any donations in
her honor be sent to the charity of your choice.
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Deborah Harry - June 26, 2017 at 03:22 AM

We will forever miss your beautiful smile and
loving embrace. Cousins, Jack & Deborah

Esther Weaver - June 24, 2017 at 02:09 PM

I have so many memories of Katie, dating back to 1970 when we
met @ Neighborhood çhurch! Remember celebrating her birthday
that year in Tiberon! I enjoyed years of playing Trivial pursuit with
her since 1991! We had fun in Truckee on our Tp snow trips! Her
mother inlaw was my son's kindergarten teacher! I could go on &
on! She is missed! Hope to visit her garden soon! God bless her
memory, Rod, Marilyn, John & extended family & friends! Awesome
service & fellowship!

Love Bunty,Maria,Phil,Isabel,Edward,familys. - June 21, 2017
at 08:03 AM

Love Bunty,Maria,Phil,Isabel,Edward,familys.
purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family
of Catherine "Katie" Smith.

https://fremontmemorial.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://fremontmemorial.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Hugs, Bonnie and Phil Ehrhorn - June 16, 2017 at 07:22 PM

Hugs, Bonnie and Phil Ehrhorn purchased the Co
untry Basket Blooms for the family of Catherine
"Katie" Smith.

Bonnie Ehrhorn - June 16, 2017 at 06:32 PM

Just remembering all the fun times we had together playing
racquetball, going to Sue's cabin in Arnold and Patti Perez's cabin in
Truckee, our game nights with the gang, and our crazy white
elephant Christmas get-togethers....you will be missed sweet
Katie...

Cousin Sandra - June 15, 2017 at 03:01 PM

Memories of Katie when we visited Fremont
from England.

  
Always a warm welcome and a privilege to
have known her and husband Rod.

  
Treasured memories over the years. R.I.P. Sandra and Eric.

Lona - June 14, 2017 at 02:47 PM

As the days and weeks pass, and as you return to life's routine, may
you continue to feel comforted by the love and support of family and
friends.

https://fremontmemorial.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://fremontmemorial.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://fremontmemorial.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

